OTHER   EDENS
should prove to be a Durham man—the direct descendant
of a great Durham family.
' I am certain in my own mind that progress depends
above all on the temper of the nation, and that temper must
find expression in a firm spirit. That spirit, I am confident,
is there. Not to give voice to it is, I believe, fair neither to
this country nor to the world.' In these decisive words, free
of any flamboyant personal gesture, Robert Anthony Eden
was giving highest expression to what, without in any way
impinging on Sir Charles Petrie's estimate of the House of
Chamberlain, may perhaps be most adequately summarized
as the Eden tradition.
It is a pious formula of biography that the hero's life and
work should be decorously prefaced with an annoying
aggregate of obscure relations. The reader is at once in-
volved in the author's laborious and thoughtless irrelevance,
but in the case of Anthony Eden to avoid his ancestry is to
miss much of his significance. The name of Eden is in fact
inextricably bound up with the history of our great families.
Marriage has at various times linked them to some of the
oldest houses in the kingdom—to the Widdingtons, the
ShefBelds, the Veres, the Kenes, and the Fairfaxes. The
Baronetcy was originally conferred by Charles II in 1672;
but no figure of outstanding distinction emerges until we
come to William Eden, first Baron Auckland. His was a
career of widespread public service and success. Born in
1744 the third son of the third baronet, his path to glory
was the familiar Eton, Christ Church (with academic
honours) and Middle Temple. At twenty-eight his pamph-
let * The Principles of Penal Law' was published, and in
the same year he was appointed to the office of Under-
secretary of State. The pamphlet drew attention to the
disgraceful conditions prevailing under an outworn penal
code, creating a sensation extending well beyond the con-
fines of this country, and providing an impetus and an
excuse for much of the reform that followed on it. In the

